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Heng San Teng Couplet {81525

Heng San Teng temple, once located on Silat Road, is
believed to have existed even before 1828. The temple was
besieged by a fire 30 years ago, reducing the cultural site to
a burnt plot of land. The Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan
recently learned that, instead of being destroyed by fire 30
years ago, this pair of couplets had actually been brought to
the States by a Singaporean collector, and they were finally
shipped back to Singapore last Wednesday. Fortunately,
these couplets withstood the test of time and weathered the
Hengshan Teng Fire and harsh climates over the years, staying
in relatively good condition. The first sentence of the couplet
inscribes: “Heng De Tian Bo Quan En Liv Yi Yu”, and the second
sentence inscribes “Shan Ling Zhen Gong Wei Hua Bei Zhong
Hua”. This is also an inlaid name couplet, with "Heng San" in
the head of the couplet, and "Pek Kong" in the waist, hence
having the name "Heng San Tua Pek Kong Temple"
embedded in it. The upper couplet talks about how this deity

' was awarded the title of Bo due to his merits, and that his

meritorious deeds have bestowed blessings upon many
foreign countries. As for the lower couplet, it talks about this
deity sitting on the said mountain to cultivate the knowledge
of Chinese culture upon others. According to experts'
appraisal reports, the couplets are likely to be cultural relics
passed down from the Qianlong period (1735-1796).
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¢ |Heng San Teng Tua Pek Kong {EL|Z=X{HA
} | The shrine in the cenfre of the main hall of Heng San Teng was

dedicated to the “God of Prosperity”, commonly known as
Tua Pek Kong. In 1992, an ancient Fujian temple, Heng San
Teng temple, was burned down by a fire, but the statue of Tua
Pek Kong remained intact. The original deity staftue is




permanently enshrined in the Kim Lan Beo and currently
invited over to Thian Hock Keng. Tua Pek Kong is the deity that
protects overseas Chinese. In Malaya, his main function is to
take care of Malayan Chinese. Devotees also prayed to him
for wealth, health, low tides, and safety purposes. Just in
Singapore alone, there are more than a dozen temples and
shrines which worship this deity. A few cenfuries ago, when
the Hakka people travelled south, many of them worked in
the fin mining industry in the Malayan Peninsula. Their work
would often "offend” the Earth God, hence making it a need
for them to worship and pray to the Earth God to seek his
understanding. Since Tua Pek Kong is also the Earth God, he
has to guard the entire land. However, since he has no
subordinates and cannot perform duties similar to the police,
so he appears very approachable. Both the religious belief in
the Earth God in China and the belief in Tua Pek Kong in
Nanyang originated from the agricultural society in the past,
where the land was revered by the people. People
depended on the land for their survival and their necessities.
Therefore, this naturally leads to people feeling reverence for
the land and the deity guarding it.
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The Five Articles on the Reconsideration of the protocols in
Heng San Teng temple fEI|ZEIERA (H$)

Before the Heng San Teng fire in 1992, the late newspaperman
Hong Jin Tang kept the wooden plagque hidden in the
premises of the Singapore Lam Ann Association, saving it from
the fires. The protocols required for the maintenance of the
Heng San Teng temple have been recorded in this wooden
plaque. This plagque consists of historic materials useful to study
the cemetery management of Heng San Teng temple back
in the day.
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